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It’s easy to think that as a result of the extinction of the dodo, we are now sadder 
and wiser, but there’s a lot of evidence to suggest that we are merely sadder and 
better informed. 
Douglas Adams 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Burleigh	 6714	 0	 44	 236	 27.8214	
Jetz	Gene	 6670	 0	 10	 248	 473.3226	
Jetz	Gene	+	
extinct	flightless	 6881	 211	 138	 323	 1208.611	
Jetz	All	 9993	 3323	 47	 363	 287.7285	
Jetz	All	+	extinct	
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Taraba major Distribution Model with 








































































Piaya cayana Distribution Model with 













































































































Cyclarhis gujanensis Distribution Model with 
































































Zonotrichia capensis Distribution Model with 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Tree	 mean	q13	 SD	q13	 mean	q24	 SD	q24	
Burleigh	 0.0442652	 0.01313523	 2.337645	 0.5023792	
Jetz	Gene	 4.93E-05	 6.69E-05	 0.0747478	 0.03039133	
Jetz	Gene	+	Flightless	 9.46E-05	 2.04E-05	 0.0092253	 0.001869308	
Jetz	All	 0.000102422	 3.81E-05	 0.005022478	 0.001629822	
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	 139	
VITA	
	
	 Ryan	Scott	Terrill	was	born	on	June	13th,	1985	to	Dr.	Scott	B.	Terrill	and	
Linda	S.	Terrill.	He	grew	up	with	his	older	sister,	Jennifer,	in	the	south	bay	area	of	
central	California	and	in	the	Santa	Cruz	Mountains.	He	took	an	interest	in	birds	from	
a	young	age,	while	birding	and	travelling	with	his	parents,	as	well	as	ornithologist	
and	birder	family	friends,	most	notably	his	“bird	uncles”	such	as	Matt	Heindel	and	
the	late	Rich	Stallcup.	Ryan	attended	college	at	UC	Santa	Cruz,	where	he	majored	in	
Ecology	and	Evolutionary	Biology,	and	he	began	to	travel	with	friends	to	bird	
throughout	California,	as	well	as	volunteer	at	the	Big	Sur	Ornithology	Lab.	
Particularly	helpful	and	influential	during	this	phase	were	Matthew	Brady,	Oscar	
Johnson,	Adam	J.	Searcy,	and	David	Vander	Pluym.	During	college,	Ryan	took	many	
jobs	and	volunteer	opportunities	for	studying	birds,	where	he	was	encouraged	and	
mentored,	most	notably	by	Stefan	Woltmann	in	Costa	Rica,	Craig	Strong	in	Oregon,	
and	James	R.		Tietz	on	Southeast	Farallon	island.	During	college,	Ryan	participated	
in	nine	months	of	study	abroad,	living	in	Buenos	Aires,	Argentina,	and	spent	the	rest	
of	the	year	travelling	and	studying	birds	throughout	the	rest	of	South	America.	
Encouraged	by	Pete	Marra	at	the	Smithsonian	Migratory	Bird	center,	Ryan	applied	
to	graduate	school	to	study	Neotropical	birds	at	LSU,	and	began	his	PhD	work	at	LSU	
in	the	fall	of	2010	in	the	Lab	of	Dr.	James	V	Remsen,	Jr.	While	at	LSU,	Ryan	met	and,	
in	August	2016,	married	Dr.	Jessica	Anne	Oswald	Terrill,	an	ornithologist	and	
paleontologist	from	Marshall,	Michigan.	
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